CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE

J‘/\ Karen Ross, Secretary

March 2, 2020

CALIFORNIA CUT FLOWER COMMISSION
CONTINUATION REFERENDUM

Voting Period Ends March 31, 2020

To the California Cut Flower Producer Addressed:

The California Cut Flower Commission Law (Law) requires that a continuation referendum
be conducted every five years so that eligible producers can decide whether to continue
the operations of the Cut Flower Commission (Commission). Accordingly, the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (Department) is conducting an industry vote from
March 2, 2020 through March 31, 2020.

About the Commission

The California Cut Flower Commission has been in existence since 1990. It conducts
education, promotion, and research activities on behalf of the California cut flower
industry. These activities are funded by a mandatory assessment levied on all eligible
California cut flower producers. The Commission is guided by a board of directors
consisting of California cut flower producers who have been elected by their fellow
producers and who represent the various growing regions within the state.

Voter Eligibility

Under the Commission Law, a producer is defined as any person who grows flowers for
market with production of at least $500,000 in gross value during the preceding marketing
year. The Commission’s records indicate that, based on your 2019 production levels, you
are eligible to vote in this continuation referendum.

About the Referendum
Enclosed with this letter are the following:

« A REFERENDUM BALLOT * A POSTAGE-PAID RETURN ENVELOPE

If you would like to participate in this referendum, please complete all applicable sections
of the ballot and return it to the Department in the postage-paid return envelope. Please
note that each legal entity is entitled to ONE vote and that only original ballots issued by
the Department will be counted. To be valid your signed ballot must be postmarked,
or otherwise received, by March 31, 2020.
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Re-approval Criteria

In order for the Commission to remain in operation for another five years, a majority of
the eligible cut flower producers voting in the referendum must vote in favor of
continuance.

Referendum Results
A summary of the referendum results will be announced following tabulation of the ballots
by the Department. Individual ballot information will be kept strictly confidential.

If you have questions about the activities of the California Cut Flower Commission, please
contact Dave Pruitt, CEO of the Commission, at (916) 441-1701. Please direct questions
regarding the referendum, including eligibility to participate, to Ben Kardokus with the
Department’s Marketing Branch at (916) 900-5018.

Sincerely,

el

Joe Monson, Branch Chief
Marketing Branch

Enclosures
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