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August 1, 2014 

 
 

NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF A MINOR AMENDMENT TO THE 

CALIFORNIA LEAFY GREENS RESEARCH PROGRAM 

Pursuant to Section 59111 of the Food and Agriculture Code 
 

 
To the Leafy Greens Hander Addressed: 
 
Upon the recommendation of the Leafy Greens Research Advisory Board (Board) the California 

Department of Food and Agriculture (Department) has issued a Minor Amendment to the Leafy Greens 

Research Program (Program).  The Minor Amendment will become effective on August 6, 2014. 
 

This minor amendment will: 
 

1. Modifying Article I, Section A of the Marketing Order for the California Leafy Greens Research 

Program by adding details to two of the existing definitions and by defining for the first time two 

industry terms that are already part of the marketing order. 
 

2. Adding the term “multi-commodity” to Item 1 of Article II, Section A of the marketing order which 

explains the nature and general structure of the Board. 
 

3. Modifying Article IV, Section A of the marketing order to clarify that assessment rates are to be 

levied upon a uniform basis by commodity. 
 

4. Modifying the format Article IV, Section A to list the maximum assessment rates in a more user-

friendly manner.  
 

The amendment is included in this notice as Exhibit A. 

 

If you have questions concerning the minor amendment or the Program, or if you would like a copy of 

the Order of the Department making the amendment effective, please call Mary Zischke, CEO of the 

Program at (831) 424-3782, or Kathy Diaz-Cretu with this office at the phone number listed at the 

bottom of this page. 

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Robert Maxie, Chief 
Marketing Branch 
 
Enclosure 
 

2014 0724 | 2014 0731 | 1792 
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Exhibit “A” 
 

Text for the Proposed Minor Amendment to the 

 

California Leafy Greens Research Program 

 

A R T I C L E   I 

DEFINITIONS 
 

Section A. DEFINITION OF TERMS  As used in this Program, the following terms shall have the 

following meanings: 
  

1. "Act" means the California Marketing Act, being Chapter 1 of Part 2, Division 21 

of the Food and Agricultural Code. 

 

2. "Department" means the California Department of Food and Agriculture.  

 

3. "California Leafy Greens Research Program" or "Program" means, unless the 

context indicates otherwise, this Marketing Order, directly affecting handlers of 

leafy greens of any type as defined in this Program, which is issued by the 

Department, pursuant to the provisions of the Act. 

 

4. "California Leafy Greens Research Board" and "Board" are synonymous and 

mean the California Leafy Greens Research Board created pursuant to Article II 

of this Program. 

 

5. “Commodity” or “Commodities” means one or more of the leafy greens 

types, as applicable.  
   

6. "Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, firm, association, 

subsidiary, affiliate, or other business entity/unit. 

 

7. "Lettuce" means, for the purposes of this Program, California grown iceberg 

lettuce. 

 

8. "Mixed Leaf" is comprised of the following California grown lettuce types: 

romaine, butterhead, green leaf, red leaf lettuce, and/or any cross-breeds derived 

from any iceberg and leaf type lettuce. 

 

9. "Spring Mix" means California grown immature iceberg lettuce, mixed leaf 

lettuce and/or spinach used as ingredients in salad products.   

 

10. "Spinach" includes California grown product destined for fresh spinach products 

including baby spinach, but does not include product frozen, dehydrated, or 

canned. 

 

11. "Leafy greens" includes California grown lettuce, mixed leaf, spring mix, and 

spinach as previously defined. 
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12. "Producer" and "Grower" are synonymous and mean any person engaged within 

this State in the business of producing, or causing to be produced for market, 

leafy greens of any type as defined in this Program.  

 

13. "Standard Carton", “Carton”, “Field Packed Carton”, "Standard Container", 

“Container”, “Returnable Plastic Container, “RPC”, “Tote”,  "Standard 

Crate", “Crate”, and "Standard Box", and “Box” are synonymous and mean 

standard cartons or containers as used in the harvesting of leafy greens, regardless 

of the number of heads or the weight. 

 

14. “Bulk weight” means leaf lettuce, iceberg lettuce, spinach, or spring mix 

harvested pounds, as received from the field.  

 

15. "Handler" means any person engaged within this State as a distributor, processor, 

or as a shipper of leafy greens who handles a quantity of 250,000 pounds or more 

of raw leafy greens as herein defined, during a marketing season.  This includes 

any producer of leafy greens who performs any of the functions of a distributor, a 

processor, or a shipper as such terms are defined as follows:  

 

a. "Distributor" means any person engaged in the operation of selling, 

marketing, or distributing leafy greens, as herein defined, which he/she has 

produced, or purchased or acquired from a producer, or which he/she is 

marketing on behalf of a producer, whether as owner, agent, employee, 

broker, or otherwise, but shall not include a retailer except such retailer 

who purchases or acquires from or handles on behalf of any producer, 

leafy greens not theretofore subjected to the regulation of the Program.  

 

b. "Processor" means any person engaged in the operation of receiving, 

sorting, washing, grading, packing, cutting, shredding, chopping, or 

otherwise preparing for market or marketing, leafy greens as herein 

defined. 

 

c. "Shipper" means any person, other than a common carrier, who ships leafy 

greens as herein defined. 

 

16. "To Handle" means to perform any of the functions of a handler as herein 

defined. 

 

17. "To Sell" means to offer for sale, expose for sale, have in possession for sale, 

exchange, barter, or trade, leafy greens as herein defined. 

 

18. "To Ship" means to transport, or cause to be transported by any means 

whatsoever, leafy greens as herein defined. 

 

19. "Grower-Shipper" means any producer who performs the function of a shipper as 

herein defined. 
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20. "Market," unless the context indicates otherwise, shall be synonymous with the 

phrase "to market" and shall mean to sell, ship, distribute, or otherwise handle 

leafy greens as herein defined. 

 

21. "Prepare for Market" means to cut, harvest, receive, sort, wash, grade, pack, 

process, transport, or otherwise prepare for market leafy greens as herein defined.  

 

22. "Books and Records" means any books, records, accounts, contracts, documents, 

memoranda, papers, correspondence, or other written data reflecting operations 

under this Program. 

 

23. "Marketing Season," "Fiscal Year," and "Fiscal Period" are synonymous and 

mean the period beginning April 1 of any year and extending through March 31 

of the following year.  

 

 

A R T I C L E   II 

CALIFORNIA LEAFY GREENS RESEARCH BOARD 

 

Section A ESTABLISHMENT, MEMBERSHIP, AND TERM OF OFFICE 

 

1. A Board to be known as the California Leafy Greens Research Board (Board) is 

hereby established to assist the Department in the administration of this 

multi-commodity Program.  The Board shall be composed of fifteen (15) 

members, ten (10) of whom shall be handlers of lettuce or mixed leaf as herein 

defined, three (3) of whom shall be handlers of spinach as herein defined, and 

two (2) shall be handlers of spring mix as herein defined.  The Board shall have 

the ability to adjust membership by minor amendment in proportion to volume. 

 

2. There shall be an alternate member for each member of the Board.  The alternate 

shall be selected in the same manner and for the same term as the member.  

 

3. Members and alternate members shall be appointed by the Department from 

nominations received for that purpose.  

 

4. In addition to the fifteen (15) handler members and their respective alternates, 

upon recommendation of the Board, the Department may appoint one (1) 

member and one (1) alternate member to the Board to represent the general 

public. 

 

The public member and alternate shall not be affiliated in any way with respect to 

the production or marketing of leafy greens and shall have all the rights and 

privileges, including voting, of any other member or alternate member of the 

Board.   

 

5. With the exception of public members and the initial Board members, the term of 

office of members and alternate members of the Board shall be two (2) years 

beginning March 1 of the year in which they are appointed and continuing at the 

pleasure of the Department through the last day of February of the second year 
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following their appointment, or until their successors have been appointed and 

have qualified.  With respect to public members appointed pursuant to Subsection 

4 above, the regular term of office shall be as close as possible to two (2) full 

years and shall terminate on the last day of February of each odd- numbered year. 

 

6. With the exception of the public member and alternate member, representation on 

the Board shall be by districts as herein described.  District boundaries and/ 

district representation may be changed by recommendation of the board with the 

approval of the Department, to maintain equitable representation of handlers.  

Any such change of boundary lines of said districts or change in district 

representation shall be deemed to be a minor amendment to this Program.  The 

Board shall have the ability to adjust membership via a minor amendment in 

proportion to volume. 

 

District A, known as the Blythe-Imperial Valley area, shall have three (3) 

members and three (3) alternate members and shall consist of the following 

counties:  San Bernardino, Riverside, and Imperial.   
 

District B, known as the Oxnard-Santa Maria area, shall have three (3) 

members and three (3) alternate members, and shall consist of the following 

counties:  San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, 

and San Diego.   

 

District C, known as the Salinas-Watsonville-San Joaquin area, shall have 

nine (9) members and nine (9) alternate members, and shall consist of all the 

counties in California which are north of the northern boundaries of San Luis 

Obispo, Ventura, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties.  

 

  



 
 

` 5 

 

A R T I C L E   IV 

BUDGETS AND RATES OF ASSESSMENT 

  

 

Section A. BOARD RECOMMENDATIONS OF BUDGETS AND RATES OF ASSESSMENT
 

  At the beginning of each fiscal year hereunder and as may be necessary thereafter, 

the Board shall recommend to the Department a budget or budgets of estimated 

income, expenditures, and reserves for the administration and enforcement of this 

Program and the activities authorized hereunder.  Research funds within the 

recommended budget shall be allocated proportionally for lettuce, mixed leaf, spring 

mix baby leaf, and spinach based upon estimated assessment income from the 

respective leafy green types.  Annual budgets shall include carryover allocations for 

lettuce, mixed leaf, baby leaf, and spinach based on the approximate percentage of 

each leafy green type for that budget year.  Despite the provisions of this Section, 

carryover and research contingency funds do not need to be allocated by leafy green 

type, and shall be available to be used as needed.  
 

The Board shall also recommend a rate or rates of assessment to be levied upon 

handlers of California leafy greens upon a uniform basis by commodity, sufficient to 

provide adequate funds to defray the proposed expenditures and reserve as set forth 

in said budget or budgets; provided, that during any marketing season, such rate or 

rates shall not exceed: 

 

Carton Assessment for Field-Packed Leafy Greens 

Lettuce: one cent ($0.01)  

Mixed Leaf: one cent ($0.01) 

Spring Mix: one cent ($0.01) 

Spinach: one cent ($0.01) 

 

A carton leafy greens, is herein defined as an assessable unit a carton of leafy 

greens regardless of the number of heads or the weight. 

 

Bulk Weight Assessment 

, or Lettuce:  three cents per hundred pounds ($0.03 per cwt.) of the commodity 

leafy greens prepared for market or equivalent basis; 

Mixed Leaf: three cents per hundred pounds ($0.03 per cwt.) of the commodity 

leafy greens prepared for market or equivalent basis; 

Spring Mix: three cents per hundred pounds ($0.03 per cwt.) of the commodity 

leafy greens prepared for market or equivalent basis; 

Spinach: three cents per hundred pounds ($0.03 per cwt.) of the commodity 

leafy greens prepared for market or equivalent basis 

 

as expressed in standard containers, herein defined as any container of leafy greens 

regardless of the number of heads or the weight, or otherwise on all leafy greens 

delivered by producers and received by handlers.  
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