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CALIFORNIA WHEAT COMMISSION 

CONTINUATION REFERENDUM 

 
TO THE CALIFORNIA WHEAT PRODUCER ADDRESSED: 
 
The California Department of Food and Agriculture is currently conducting a referendum among wheat 
producers to determine whether the California Wheat Commission shall continue in operation. This vote is 
required to occur every five years. If a majority of wheat producers voting in the referendum favor 
continuation, then the commission will be operative through April 30, 2018. 
 
The California Wheat Commission law authorizes three primary activities: 1) promote the sale of wheat by 
advertising and other promotional means to maintain and expand present markets and create new and larger 
intrastate, interstate and international markets; 2) conduct scientific research into cultural and production 
practices as well as research into the marketing and distribution of wheat; and 3) educate the public on uses of 
the different wheat classes and wheat's nutritional value. The statute also defines board membership on the 
commission, which is composed of elected producers and handlers as well as appointed at-large and public 
members. The commission sets the annual assessment rate on California wheat, currently at $.05 per 
hundredweight, and determines the priority of funding for these activities. The commission has been in 
existence since 1983. 
 
If you would like to participate in this referendum, then you may request a ballot from the Marketing Branch at 
916.900.5018. Complete all applicable sections on the ballot and return it to the department. Ballots must be 
postmarked or otherwise received by this office no later than February 14, 2013. 
 
You are entitled to a vote in this referendum if you fall under this definition of wheat producer: Any person 
engaged in this state in the business of producing wheat for market during any of the preceding three 
marketing seasons. The prior three marketing seasons are:  May 1, 2011, through April 30, 2012; May 1, 2010, 
through April 30, 2011; and May 1, 2009, through April 30, 2010.
 
Referendum results will be announced after the voting period has ended and all ballots have been tabulated. 
All information provided on individual ballots will be kept confidential.   
 
For questions concerning this referendum, contact Ms. April Izumi of this office at 916.900.5176. For 
questions about the California Wheat Commission, contact the program executive director, Ms. Janice Cooper, 
at 530.661.1292. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert Maxie, Chief 
Marketing Branch 
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