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July 29, 2013 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED MAJOR AMENDMENTS 

TO THE CALIFORNIA PROCESSING TOMATO INSPECTION PROGRAM 
 
 
To All Producers and Processors of California Processing Tomatoes: 
 
At the request of the Processing Tomato Advisory Board (PTAB), the California Department of 
Food and Agriculture (CDFA) has called a public hearing to consider proposed major 
amendments, which would add variety evaluation research authority to the California Processing 
Tomato Inspection Program.   
 
The public hearing is scheduled as follows: 
  

Location: Date and Time: 
 

San Joaquin County - Robert J. Cabral Agricultural Center 
Mokelumne Classroom 

2101 E. Earhart Avenue, Ste. 200 
Stockton, California 95206 

 

Thursday 
August 29, 2013 
Beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 
OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
 
The proposed amendments would add authority for the California Processing Tomato Inspection 
Program to conduct variety evaluation research for processing tomatoes.  These amendments have 
been recommended by PTAB in response to the discontinuation of the statewide processing 
tomato variety evaluation trials conducted by the University of California Cooperative 
Extension.  The specific language for these proposed amendments is enclosed with this notice 
(Exhibit “A”).  A copy of the complete marketing order can be accessed at: 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/mkt/mkt/ordslaws.html.   
 
HEARING PROCEDURE 
 
At the hearing, a panel composed of CDFA staff will receive testimony and evidence, both oral 
and documentary, regarding the following: 
 

1. The production, economic, and marketing conditions affecting the California processing 
tomato industry and the potential effect of the proposed amendments upon such conditions. 
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2. Whether the proposed amendments to the marketing order are reasonably calculated to 

attain the objectives of the processing tomato industry and to effectuate the declared 
purposes of the California Marketing Act. 
 

Additionally, written comments submitted to the CDFA Marketing Branch by Tuesday,  
August 27, 2013 will be accepted and incorporated into the hearing record.  Please send all such 
correspondence to the attention of Joe Monson at the mailing address on the reverse side of this 
notice or by email to: joe.monson@cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
HEARING PREPARATION 
 
At the hearing, supporters of the proposed amendments should provide testimony that 
communicates why they believe these amendments are necessary.  Conversely, those who 
oppose the proposed amendments should provide testimony that substantiates their concerns.  In 
preparing testimony, witnesses may wish to consider the following questions: 
 

• How do the proposed amendments aid/hinder the processing tomato industry’s ability to 
remain economically viable and competitive? 

• Would the interests of affected producers and processors be better served if the proposed 
amendments were implemented or if the marketing order remained unchanged? 

• What impact, if any, do the proposed amendments have on the activities currently 
conducted by the California Processing Tomato Inspection Program? 

• Does the general public stand to benefit from the proposed amendments? 
 

SUBSEQUENT STEPS 
 
All oral comments, written comments, and evidence submitted during this process will be 
considered by CDFA in determining whether or not to move forward with the second phase of 
the major amendment implementation process, which is an industry-wide referendum.  If the 
hearing record supports the implementation of the proposed amendments, CDFA will issue the 
amendments for a vote of affected processing tomato producers and processors.  However, if the 
hearing record does not support the implementation of the proposed amendments, CDFA will not 
proceed further with implementing the amendments. 
 
This notice is being mailed to all California processing tomato producers and processors and 
other interested persons.  All affected parties are encouraged to attend and participate in the 
hearing.  If you have any questions regarding the hearing process, please contact Joe Monson 
with the CDFA Marketing Branch at (916) 900-5018. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Robert Maxie, Chief 
Marketing Branch 
 
Enclosure  
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 

Proposed Major Amendments to the California Processing Tomato Inspection Program 
 
 
 
 

A R T I C L E   4.5 
 

VARIETY EVALUATION RESEARCH 
 

Section A.  RESEARCH ON PROCESSING TOMATO VARIETIES.  The Advisory 
Board is authorized, subject to the approval of the Secretary, to undertake or cause to be 
conducted, to administer, to enter into contracts with qualified research agencies and to expend 
monies for research relating to the evaluation of processing tomato varieties.   
 

Section B.  DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH INFORMATION. The Advisory Board, 
with the approval of the Secretary, may release, distribute, and disseminate the results of research 
studies, surveys, and information obtained as a result of research, to appropriate parties. 
 
 


	2013 0729 Public Hearing Notice - Signed
	Notice of Public Hearing
	For Consideration of Proposed Major Amendments
	OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
	HEARING PROCEDURE
	HEARING PREPARATION



	2013 0729 Public Hearing Notice - Exhibit A



