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CALIFORNIA POTATO RESEARCH REFERENDUM 
Proposal to Increase the Assessment Rate Cap 

And Program Continuation through September 2017 

Voting Period ends September 17, 2012 

  
TO THE CALIFORNIA POTATO PRODUCER ADDRESSED: 
 

At the request of the California Potato Research Advisory Board, the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture conducted two hearings on June 14, 2012, and July 10, 2012, to receive public testimony 
regarding a proposed major amendment to increase the maximum assessment rate from one cent per 
hundredweight to three cents per hundredweight. In addition, the major amendment process will be used 
to reapprove continuation of the marketing order for another five years through to September 30, 2017.  
 
Based on testimony presented at the hearings, the department is moving forward with the second phase of 
the amendment implementation process; issuing the proposed program to California producers of potatoes 
for a vote. A referendum ballot and a return envelope are enclosed for your use. 
 
The California Potato Research Advisory Board meets every September to consider the needs of the 
industry and set the assessment for the upcoming season. The assessment rate varies from year-to-year 
accordingly. 
 
The program is proposing an increase in the maximum allowable assessment rate to address the increases in 
research expenses and reduced purchasing power since the current maximum assessment rate was 
established in 1978. The board is also concerned that spending down the program’s reserve could make the 
industry vulnerable should a pest or disease outbreak occur to threaten the potato industry in California.  
 

REQUIREMENTS TO IMPLEMENT THE HIGHER ASSESSMENT RATE CAP: The proposed 
change can only be implemented if both of the following conditions are met:  
 
Condition #1: At least 40 percent of California potato growers on record must participate in the 

referendum. 
 

AND 
 
Condition #2a: Of those voting in the referendum, 65 percent must vote in favor of the proposal and 

those voting in favor must represent 51 percent of the volume marketed in the 
preceding marketing season. 

 
OR 

 
Condition #2b: Of those voting in the referendum, 51 percent must vote in favor of the proposal and 

those voting in favor must represent 65 percent of the volume marketed in the 
preceding marketing season. 

ELIGIBILITY:  
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 Pursuant to Article I of the California Potato Research Program, a "producer" means any person in 
this state who grows and delivers to a handler 100,000 pounds or more of potatoes during a 
market season. 
  

 Each producer entity is entitled to ONE vote. If you are affiliated with a producer entity that did 
not receive a ballot, please call CDFA at (916) 900-5018 to obtain an official ballot for that 
entity. 

 
 If you no longer qualify as a potato producer, let us know by checking the box in the top right 

corner of the ballot, sign the ballot, and return it in the enclosed return envelope.  
 
Use the enclosed ballot and postage-prepaid envelope to cast your vote. Be sure to sign your ballot. 

 
Only signed ballots postmarked or otherwise received at the Marketing Branch by 

September 17, 2012, will be counted. 
 

Your ballot will be kept confidential by the department.  
 
The department encourages all potato producers to vote in this important referendum. Your vote is 
especially important because the law specifies that at least 40 percent of eligible voters participate in this 
process. Once the referendum is complete, the department will tally the ballots and notify industry of the 
results. If you have questions regarding the program, call Mr. Nathan Sano, manager of the California 
Potato Research Program, at 559.591.0436. For questions regarding the referendum, call April Izumi at 
this office.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Robert Maxie, Chief 
Marketing Branch 
 
Enclosures
 
2012 0814  2012 0814  0751 



DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
Marketing Branch 
P.O. Box 942871, Sacramento, CA 94271-0001 

 

VOTING  
DEADLINE  

September 17, 2012 

BALLOT 
REFERENDUM TO CONSIDER PROPOSED INCREASE IN THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE 
ASSESSMENT RATE AND PROGRAM CONTINUATION THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE CHECK THE 
BOX BELOW IF YOU 
ARE NO LONGER A 

POTATO PRODUCER  
  

 
 
 

 

 E L I G I B I L I T Y    A N D    I N S T R U C T I O N S 
 
ELIGIBILITY: To vote in this referendum, you must currently be a California potato grower that produced at 
least 100,000 pounds of California potatoes from October 1, 2010, through September 31, 2011. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Complete the Certification and Voting sections below. 
2. Return the ballot to CDFA in the return envelope, postmarked no later than September 17, 2012. 
3. If you are no longer a potato grower, please check the box above, complete and sign the 

Certification Section and return the ballot to CDFA. 
 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N    S E C T I O N 
 
By signing below, I certify that I am an eligible potato grower and that I have the authority to complete this 
ballot on behalf of the producer entity named above. 
 

Date: Type or Print Name: Signature: 

 
Telephone: 

 
Business Entity Legal Name:  

     

UNSIGNED BALLOTS ARE INVALID AND WILL NOT BE COUNTED 
V O T I N G    S E C T I O N 

 
Mark the appropriate boxes below to indicate whether you 1) favor or oppose the proposal to increase the 
program’s maximum allowable assessment rate from $0.01 per hundredweight to $0.03 per hundredweight, and 
2) favor or oppose continuation through to September 31, 2017. 
 
 

I FAVOR INCREASING THE ASSESSMENT CAP  

I OPPOSE INCREASING THE ASSESSMENT CAP  

 

I FAVOR CONTINUATION THROUGH TO SEPTEMBER 2017  

I OPPOSE CONTINUATION THROUGH TO SEPTEMBER 2017  

ALL BALLOTS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 

1. 

2. 



 

 
Amendment Overview 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 If approved, the proposed major amendments would: 
 

Amend Article 4 – Budgets and Rates of Assessment – The current assessment provision allows the 
program to establish an assessment rate up to one cent ($0.01) per hundredweight (cwt). The proposed 
amendment would allow the program to establish an assessment rate of up to three cents ($0.03) per 
cwt. The program advisory board meets every September to consider program research priorities and set 
the assessment rate for the upcoming season. The assessment can vary from year-to-year according to 
industry needs and research priorities.  

Amend Article 13 – Effective Time and Termination – Successful passage of a major amendment 
substitutes for a continuation hearing and resets the timing for the next required five-year continuation 
hearing. The current program will be subject to a continuation hearing in 2014. By adding this 
provision, the program can “reset” the timing so that the next continuation hearing would not be 
conducted until five-years from now in 2017. 
 


