CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
FOOD & AGRICULTURE

cdfa
\/f— Karen Ross, Secretary

February 6, 2012

CALIFORNIA PEAR MARKETING PROGRAM CONTINUATION REFERENDUM

TO THE CALIFORNIA PEAR GROWER ADDRESSED:

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), in accordance with the provisions of
the California Pear Marketing Program, is conducting a referendum of pear growers to determine
whether or not the Program will continue in operation for another five-year period. The voting
period is from February 6, 2012 through March 6, 2012.

The California Pear Marketing Program is a state marketing order that has been in existence

since 1992. This Program undertakes activities relating to the promotion, research, pest/disease
control, and inspection of California pears (for the purposes of this program, “pears” are defined
as “all pear varieties, except Asian pears, produced in California, which are marketed in fresh
or processed forms”). Funds for these activities are generated from a mandatory assessment on
California pears grown for fresh and processed consumption.

Program regulations stipulate that CDFA shall terminate this marketing order if the results from the
referendum show that discontinuance is favored by a majority of the growers voting in the
referendum; provided, that such majority delivered during the preceding season more than fifty
percent (50%) of the volume of pears delivered by all growers voting in the referendum. If the above
conditions are not met, the Program will be continued for another five-year period.

To be eligible to participate in the referendum, you must both currently grow California pears that
are marketed for fresh or processed consumption, and you must have sold pears during the current
marketing season (being the period of June 1, 2011 through May 31, 2012). A person who grew
for sale 10 tons or less of pears for fresh or processed consumption in the 2011/2012 marketing
season shall not be deemed to be an eligible producer.

If you are no longer a grower, please make sure to mark the appropriate box in the ballot. If you
are a new grower and did not sell pears during the above-mentioned period, please contact our
office with this information.
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The term "grower" includes any individual, partnership, corporation, or other business unit which:
e Owns and farms land, resulting in ownership of pears grown on that land
e Rents and farms land, resulting in ownership of all or a portion of the pears grown on that
land
e Owns land which is rented, and, as rental for such land, receives a set share of the pears
grown on that land or receives a set share of the proceeds from the sale of the pears grown
on that land

Enclosed with this letter are the following:

e A REFERENDUM BALLOT e A POSTAGE-PAID RETURN ENVELOPE
If you qualify as an eligible grower, you are encouraged to complete the ballot and return it to CDFA
in the attached postage paid return envelope. To be valid, your ballot must be signed and
postmarked or otherwise received by this office no later than March 6, 2012. If you know of any
eligible pear grower who did not receive a ballot, please have that person contact our office.
If you have questions regarding the activities of Program, please contact Chris Zanobini, Executive
Director of the California Pear Marketing Program at (916) 441-0432. If you have any questions
regarding the referendum please contact Kathy Diaz-Cretu with this office at the number on the
cover page.

Sincerely,

bt Mg

Robert Maxie, Chief
Marketing Branch
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